ROUNDABOUT AND SWINGS
and urbanized. These changes, of course, were
largely though not entirely confined to the south.
Highland society, naturally recoiling, found means of
self-preservation in the clan system. David built
great abbeys, enriched the clergy, and making the
Church of Rome the national church, gave Scotland
a core of sturdy and consistent patriotism. He was
succeeded by Malcolm the Maiden, William the Lyon,
and the two Alexanders, whose policy, with inter-
missions and varying success, was consolidation of the
system established by David. Scotland took its place
in the comity of Europe, and the glowing light
that lit then the churches and the schools and the
markets of Europe, visited also for a little time
our northern skies; so that in a later age, out of
the squalor and brutality and thin-sided heroism of
long warfare, men looked back with yearning to this
Golden Age.
Loudly through the land had risen the noise of the
builders, while the abbeys and great churches grew
among the trees and opened their long windows and
their round windows to the smooth round hills.
Loudly in the sea-ports had risen the voices of the
foreign sailors as the trading-ships came in from
England and from Italy, from Flanders and the Baltic.
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